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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 17 April 2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)EI This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte QuayJe, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-34 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |3 Claim(s) 1 -3 J.9-1 5.17-21. 24-26 and 28-34 is/are rejected. 

7) S Claimfe) 4-6.8. 16.22.23 and 27 is/are objected to. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing($) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 . 121 (d). 

1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)S All b)Q Some * c)D None of: 

1 .13 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The following is an initial Office Action upon examination of the above- 
identified application on the merits. Claims 1-34 are pending in this application. 


Priority 

2. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), 
which papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statement filed 14 September 2001 fails to 
comply with 37 CFR 1.98(a)(1), which requires a list of all patents, publications, or 
other information submitted for consideration by the Office. The transmittal has 
been placed in the application file, but the information referred to therein has not 
been considered. 
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Drawings 

4. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the 
description: reference numbers 800 in figure 2 and 5962 in figure 16. 

5. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(4) 
because reference character "260" has been used to designate both exit in figure 
2 and processing information receiving unit in figure 1. 

6. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(4) 
because reference characters "10" and "50" have both been used to designate 
Ethernet (see figure 14). 

7. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d), or amendment 
to the specification to add the reference character(s) in the description in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(b) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
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even if only one figure is being amended. The replacement sheet(s) should be 
labeled "Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1.84(c)) so as not 
to obstruct any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by 
the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not 
be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

8. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
reference characters "210" and "220" have both been used to designate display 
unit (see page 16 lines 6 and 13), reference characters "100" and "200" have both 
been used to designate control host (see page 44 lines 11-12 and page 46 line 24). 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

9. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one op more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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10. Claims 11, 20 and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

11. Claim 11 recites the limitations "said command generating unit and said 
command transferring unit" in line 5. There is insufficient antecedent basis for 
these limitations in the claim. Claim 2 recites the limitations *a command 
generating unit and a command transferring unit" in lines 5 and 7. 

12. Claim 20 recites the limitation *said control command" in lines 14-15. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

13. Claim 33 recites the limitation "said control step" in line 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Claim 32 recites the 
limitation "a control step" in line 9. 

14. Furthermore, claim 33 includes process of use limitations. Claim 33 depends 
from an apparatus claim. It is considered that claim 33 is indefinite since a person 
who makes or sells the apparatus would not be adequately informed as to whether 
they would infringe claim 33 since it would require use of the apparatus. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

15. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a 
patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the 
treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

16. Claims 1, 12, 17-19, 24, 25, 28, 29, 30-32 and 34 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C 102(e) as being anticipated by USPN 6,233,534 Bl to Morozumi et al. 

As per claim 1, the Morozumi et al. reference discloses a measuring device 
controlling adapter coupled to a first network and to a measuring unit for 
performing a measurement process comprising: a program receiving unit (see 
column 5 lines 9-13, "communication portion 23 M ) for receiving a control program 
(see column 10 line 30, "program") for performing said measurement process from 
said first network (see column 4 lines 43-46, "network"); a memorizing unit (see 
column 5 lines 4-8, "memory 22") for memorizing said control program ("program"); 
an initiating instruction receiving unit ("communication portion 23") for receiving a 
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program initiating instruction (see column 5 lines 9-13, "measurement start 
command") of said measurement process by the measuring unit (see column 5 lines 
1-3, "measuring portion 21 w ) through said first network ("network"); and a 
measurement control unit (see column 5 lines 15-19, "control portion 25") for 
letting said measuring unit ("measuring portion 21") perform said measurement 
process based on said control program ("program") memorized by said memorizing 
unit ("memory 22") in case said initiating instruction receiving unit ("communication 
portion 23") receives said program initiating instruction ("measurement start 
command"). 

As per claim 12, the Morozumi et al. reference discloses a measuring device 
(see column 4 lines 41-46, "measuring units 10") comprising a measuring device 
controlling adapter (see column 4 lines 54-57, "main body 11") and said measuring 
unit ("measuring portion 21 N ) for performing said measurement process. 

As per claim 17, the Morozumi et al reference discloses said control 
program ("program") comprises contents prescribing a plurality of measurement 
processes (see column 5 lines 4-8, "measuring intervals"), a performing sequence 
determining unit (see column 5 lines 14-15, "counter 24") for determining a 
sequence for performing a plurality of measurement processes ("measuring 
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intervals") based on the control program ("program"), wherein the measurement 
control unit ("control unit 25") lets said plurality of measurement processes 
("measuring intervals") be performed according to the sequence (see column 5 lines 
4-6, "sequentially record measured temperature data"). 

As per claim 18, the Morozumi et al. reference discloses further comprising: 
a measurement process information memorizing unit (see column 5 lines 1-3, 
"memory 22") for memorizing measurement process information ("temperatures 
measured") which identifies said measurement process which can be performed in 
parallel (see column 5 lines 4-8, "record measured temperature data and record 
other data"), wherein said measurement control unit ("control portion 25") lets said 
measurement process, which can be performed in parallel, be performed in parallel 
based on said measurement process information ("temperatures measured"). 

As per claim 19, the AAorozumi et al reference discloses a measuring system 
comprising: a measuring device (see column 4 lines 41-46, "measuring units 10"), 
which comprises a measuring unit (see column 5 lines 1-3, "measuring portion 21") 
for performing a measurement process; and a control host (see column 4 lines 38- 
40, "personal computer 2"), which controls said measurement process by said 
measuring device ("measuring units 10") through a first network (see column 43-46, 
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'network"), wherein said control host ("personal computer 2") comprises: a program 
transferring unit (see column 5 lines 50-56, "communication portion 31") for 
transferring a control program (see column 4 lines 52-53, "programs") to said 
measuring device ("measuring units 10"); and an initiating instruction transferring 
unit ("communication portion 31") for transferring a program initiating instruction 
(see column 5 lines 59-60, "start of the measurement can be instructed") of 
measurement process of said measuring device ("measuring units 10"), and said 
measuring device ("measuring units 10") comprises: a program receiving unit (see 
column 5 lines 30-36, "communication portion 23") for receiving said control 
program (see column 10 lines 30-32, "programs") from said first network 
("network"); a memorizing unit (see column 5 lines 4-8, "memory 22") for 
memorizing said control program ("programs"); an initiating instruction receiving 
unit ("communication portion 23") for receiving a program initiating instruction (see 
column 5 lines 9-13, "measurement start command") of said measurement process; 
and a measurement control unit (see column 5 lines 15-19, "control unit 25") for 
controlling said measuring device ("measuring units 10") based on said control 
program ("programs") memorized by said memorizing unit ("memory 22") in case 
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said initiating instruction receiving unit Communication portion 23") receives said 
program initiating instruction ("measurement start command"). 

As per claim 24, the Morozumi et al. reference discloses said control host 
("personal computer 2") further comprising an initiating instruction transferring 
unit ("communication portion 31") for transferring a program initiating instruction 
("start of the measurement can be instructed") of said control program 
("programs"), and said initiating instruction transferring unit ("communication 
portion 31") receives said program initiating instruction ("start of the measurement 
can be instructed") through said first network ("network"). 

As per claim 25, the Morozumi et al. reference discloses said measuring 
device ("measuring units 10") further comprises a processing information 
transferring unit f communication portion 23") for transferring processing 
information (see column 5 lines 9-13, "measurement data") relating to said 
measurement process to said control host ("personal computer 2") through said 
first network ("network"), and said control host ("personal computer 2") further 
comprises a processing information receiving unit ("communication portion 31") for 
receiving said processing information transferred (see column 5 lines 50-56, 
"measurement data") from said processing information transferring unit 
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("communication portion 23"); and a display unit (see column 5 lines 56-59, "display 
unit 4 W ) for displaying said processing information ("measurement data"). 

As per claim 28, the rejection of claim 17 is incorporated and further claim 

28 contains limitations recited in claim 17; therefore claim 28 is rejected under 
the same rationale as claim 17. 

As per claim 29, the rejection of claim 18 is incorporated and further claim 

29 contains limitations recited in claim 18; therefore claim 29 is rejected under 
the same rationale as claim 18. 

As per claim 30, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further claim 

30 contains limitations recited in claim 1; therefore claim 30 is rejecTed under the 
same rationale as claim 1. 

As per claim 31, the rejection of claim 18 is incorporated and further claim 

31 contains limitations recited in claim 18; therefore claim 31 is rejected under the 
same rationale as claim 18. 

As per claim 32, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further claim 

32 contains limitations recited in claim 1; therefore claim 32 is rejected under the 
same rationale as claim 1. 
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As per claim 34, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further claim 
34 contains limitations recited in claim 1; therefore claim 34 is rejected under the 
same rationale as claim 1. 

17. Claims 1, 3, 9 f 11-14, 19, 30-32 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(e) as 
being anticipated by USPN 6,338,030 Bl to Senn et al. 

As per claim 1, the Senn et al. reference discloses a measuring device 
controlling adapter coupled to a first network and to a measuring unit for 
performing a measurement process comprising: a program receiving unit (see 
column 3 lines 45-49, "processor 3") for receiving a control program (* control 
program 31") for performing said measurement process (see column 2 lines 65-67, 
"detects desired parameter to be measured") from said first network (see column 
2 lines 62-64, "network 7"); a memorizing unit (see column 2 lines 60-62, "working 
and program memory 4 H ) for memorizing said control program (* control program 
31"); an initiating instruction receiving unit ("processor 3") for receiving a program 
initiating instruction (see column 3 lines 22-28, "control data") of said 
measurement process ("detects desired parameter to be measured") by the 
measuring unit (see column 2 lines 65-67, "measuring unit 1") through said first 
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network ("network 7"); and a measurement control unit ("processor 3") for letting 
said measuring unit ("measuring unit 1") perform said measurement process 
("detects desired parameter to be measured") based on said control program 
("control program 31") memorized by said memorizing unit ("memory 4") in case said 
initiating instruction receiving unit ("processor 3 W ) receives said program initiating 
instruction ("control data"). 

As per claim 3, the Senn et aL reference discloses further comprising: a 
measurement result transferring unit (see column 4 lines 15-18, "file system 
program 32") for transferring said measurement result (see column 3 lines 20-25 # 
"data exchange") through said first network ("network 7"). 

As per claim 9, the Senn et al. reference discloses said first network 
("network 7") is Ethernet (see columns 3-4 lines 63-2, Ethernet"). 

As per claim 11, the Senn et al. reference discloses further comprising a 
program running unit (see column 4 lines 4-5, "web server program 36") capable of 
executing a program described in Java (TAA) language (see column 6 lines 7-12, 
"programmed in java"), wherein said control program ("firmware (control program)") 
is described in Java language ("Java"), and at least one of said command generating 
unit ("processor 3") and said command transferring unit ("processor 3") *s 
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embodied by said program running unit ("web server program 36") which executes 
said control program ("firmware (control program)")- 

As per claim 12 , the Senn et al. reference discloses a measuring device (see 
column 2 lines 58-60, "measuring device") comprising a measuring device controlling 
adapter ('control arrangement 2") and said measuring unit ("measuring unit 1") for 
performing said measurement process ("detects desired parameter to be 
measured"). 

As per claim 13, the Senn et al reference discloses said initiating instruction 
receiving unit ("processor 3") receives a program initiating instruction ("control 
data") of said control program ("control program 31") from said first network 
("network 7"). 

As per claim 14, the Senn et al. reference discloses further comprising: a 
processing information transferring unit ("file system program 32") for 
transferring information ( tt data exchange") relating to said measurement process 
("detects desired parameter to be measured") through said first network 
Cnetwork 7"X 

As per claim 19, the Senn et al. reference discloses a measuring system 
comprising; a measuring device (see column 2 lines 58-60, "measuring device"), 
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which comprises a measuring unit ("measuring unit V) for performing a 
measurement process; and a control host (see column 2 lines 62-64, "external 
processor 8"), which controls said measurement process by said measuring device 
("measuring device") through a first network ("network 7"), wherein said control 
host ("external processor 8") comprises: a program transferring unit (see column 3 
lines 20-28, "transfer of control data") for transferring a control program 
("control data") to said measuring device f measuring device"); and an initiating 
instruction transferring unit for transferring ("transfer of control data") a 
program initiating instruction ("control data") of measurement process of said 
measuring device ("measuring device"), and said measuring device ("measuring 
device") comprises: a program receiving unit (see column 3 lines 45-49, "processor 
3") for receiving said control program ("control program 31") from said first 
network ("network 7"); a memorizing unit (see column 2 lines 60-62, "working and 
program memory 4") for memorizing said control program ("control program 31 M ); an 
initiating instruction receiving unit ("processor 3") for receiving a program 
initiating instruction ( u coniro\ data") of said measurement process; and a 
measurement control unit ("processor 3") for controlling said measuring device 
("measuring device") based on said control program ("control program 31") 
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memorized by said memorizing unit (^memory 4") in case said initiating instruction 
receiving unit ("processor 3") receives said program initiating instruction (" control 
data"). 

As per claim 30, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further claim 

30 contains limitations recited in claim 1; therefpre claim 30 is rejected under the 
same rationale as claim 1. 

As per claim 31, the rejection of claim 18 is incorporated and further claim 

31 contains limitations recited in claim 18; therefore claim 31 is rejected under the 
same rationale as claim 18. 

As per claim 32, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further claim 

32 contains limitations recited in claim 1; therefore claim 32 is rejected under the 
same rationale as claim 1. 

As per claim 34, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further claim 
34 contains limitations recited in claim 1; therefore claim 34 is rejected under the 
same rationale as claim 1. 


Application/Control Number: 09/835,824 Page 17 

Art Unit: 2121 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC S 103 

18. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action; 

(o) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

19. Claims 2, 7, 9, 10, 15 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over USPN 6,338,030 Bl to Senn et al. in view of USPN 6,052,653 to 
Mazur et al 

As per claim 2, the Senn et al. reference discloses said measuring device 
controlling adapter (see column 3 lines 7-12, "control arrangement 2") is coupled to 
a second network; and said measurement control unit ("processor 3") comprises a 
command generating unit ("processor 3") for generating a control command (see 
column 3 lines 45-49, "provides all functionalities") which controls said measuring 
unit ("measuring unit 1 M ); a command transferring unit ("processor 3") for 
transferring said control command (see column 3 lines 45-49, "communicates") to 
said measuring unit ("measuring unit V) through said second network and a 
measurement result receiving unit ("processor 3") for receiving a measurement 
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result (see columns 2-3 lines 67-6, "measured parameters") of said measurement 
process ("detects desired parameter to be measured") from said measuring unit 
("measuring unit 1"). 

The Senn et al. reference does not expressly disclose said measuring device 
controlling adapter is coupled to a second network. 

The Mazur et al. reference discloses 

(see column 5 lines 14-15, "The low level controller ... medium performance 
personal computer.") 

(see column 5 lines 20-30, "... control cards ... interfacing with the probe unit 
... GPIB Communications Card for communicating with the data gathering hardware 
of the probe unit ... industrial standard high quality Ethernet card for interfacing 
with the high level controller 17. The low level controller 13 takes instructions 
from the high level controller 17.") 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art to modify the control arrangement taught by the Senn 
et al. reference to include the control cards of the low level controller taught by 
the AAazur et al. reference. 
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One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to modify the 
control arrangement to include the control cards of the low level controller to 
permit interfacing with various external devices regardless of the protocol. 

As per claim 7, the Senn et aL reference discloses said measurement result 
transferring unit (see column 4 lines 30*32, "data-transfer program 33") converts 
said measurement result ("detected data") into data of a predetermined format 
Cdef ined format"), and transfers an object (see column 4 lines 15-18, "file 
system") having said measurement result converted ("f He") in said predetermined 
data format ("def ined format") and information for reconverting (see column 4 
lines 33-35, "converts") said converted measurement result ("control files") into 
original one ("control data") to said second network. 

As per claim 9, the Mazur et al. reference discloses said first network 
("interfacing with the high level controller 17") is Ethernet (see column 5 lines 27- 
29, "Ethernet card"). 

As per claim 10 # the Mazur et al. reference discloses said second network 
("communicating with the data gathering hardware of the probe unit") is GPIB (see 
column 5 lines 23-26, "National Instruments PCH-A GPIB Communications Card"). 
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As per claim 15, the Senn et al. reference does not expressly disclose said 
measuring device is coupled to a third network, said control program further 
comprises contents relating to another measurement process performed by 
another measuring device coupled to said third network, and said measurement 
control unit further lets said other measuring device perform said other 
measurement process based on said control program. 

The Mazur et al. reference discloses 

(see column 5 lines 14-15, "The low level controller ... medium performance 
personal computer.'') 

(see column 5 lines 20-30, "... control cards ... Four axis Motion Controller ... 
Remote Controller for interfacing with the probe unit and the motorized objective 
circuits ... GPIB Communications Card for communicating with the data gathering 
hardware of the probe unit ... industrial standard high quality Ethernet card for 
interfacing with the high level controller 17. The low level controller 13 takes 
instructions from the high level controller 17.") 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art to modify the control arrangement taught by the Senn 
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et al. reference to include the control cards of the low level controller taught by 
the Mazur et al. reference. 

One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to modify the 
control arrangement to include the control cards of the low level controller to 
permit interfacing with various external devices regardless of the protocol. 

As per claim 20, the Senn et al. reference discloses said measuring device 
("measuring device") is coupled to said control host through said first network, 
further comprising a measuring device controlling adapter ("measuring device") 
coupled to said measuring unit ("measuring unit 1") through a second network, 
wherein said measuring device controlling adapter ("measuring device") comprises: a 
program receiving unit ("processor 3 M ) for receiving a control program ("control 
program 31") for controlling said measuring device ("measuring device") from said 
first network ("network 7 M ); a memorizing unit ("working and program memory 4 M ) 
for memorizing said control program ("control program 31"); an initiating 
instruction receiving unit ("processor 3") for receiving a program initiating 
instruction ("control data") of said measurement process by said measuring unit 
("measuring unit 1") through said first network ("network 7"); and a command 
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generating unit ("processor 3") for generating a control command (see column 3 

lines 45-49, "provides all functionalities' 1 ) based on said control program ("control 
program 31") memorized by said memorizing unit ("working and program memory 4") 
in case said program initiating instruction ("control data") is received; a command 
transferring unit ("processor 3") for transferring said control command Cp rovi des 
all functionalities") to said measuring device ("measuring device") through said 
second network based on said control program ("control program 31") memorized by 
said memorizing unit ('working and program memory 4"); and a measurement result 
receiving unit ("processor 3") for receiving a measurement result (see columns 2-3 
lines 67-6, "measured parameters") of said measurement process from said 
measuring device ("measuring device"), and said measuring unit ("measuring unit 1") 
comprises: a measuring unit ("measuring unit 1") for performing a measurement 
process based on said iratnsierred control command ("control data"); and a 
measurement result transferring unit (see 3 lines 7-9, "electrical signals 
produced") for transferring a measurement result ("electrical signals") of said 
measurement process to said measuring device controlling adapter ("measuring 
device"). 
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The Senn et al. reference does not expressly disclose a measuring device 
controlling adapter coupled to said measuring unit through a second network. 
The Mazur et al. reference discloses 

(see column 5 lines 14-15, "The low level controller ... medium performance 
personal computer.") 

(see column 5 lines 20-30, control cards interfacing with the probe unit 
... GPIB Communications Card for communicating with the data gathering hardware 
of the probe unit ... industrial standard high quality Ethernet card for interfacing 
with the high level controller 17. The low level controller 13 takes instructions 
from the high level controller 17.') 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art to modify the control arrangement taught by the Senn 
et al. reference to include the control cards of the low level controller taught by 
the Mazur et al, reference. 

One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to modify the 
control arrangement to include the control cards of the low level controller to 
permit interfacing with various external devices regardless of the protocol 


Application/Control Number: 09/835.824 Pa§ e 24 

Art Unit: 212! 

20. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over USPN 
6,338,030 Bl to Senn et al. in view of USPN 6.052,653 to Mazur et al. as applied to 
claim 20 above, and further in view of USPN 6,233.534 Bl to Morozumi et al. 

As per claim 21, the Morozumi et al. reference discloses further comprising; 
a display host (see column 4 lines 46-50. "display unit 4") for displaying a result of 
said measurement process by said measuring device (see column 4 lines 38-46, 
"measuring units 10"), said display host ("display unit 4") being coupled to said 
measuring device controlling adapter ("measuring units 10") through said first 
network ("network"), wherein said measuring device controlling adapter ("measuring 
units 10") comprises a measurement result transferring unit (see column 5 lines 9- 
13, "communication portion 23") for transferring said measurement result 
("measurement data") through said first network ("network"), and said display host 
("display unit 4") comprises: a second measurement result receiving unit (see 
column 5 lines 50-59, "communication portion 31") for receiving said measurement 
result ("measurement data") transferred from said measurement result 
transferring unit ("communication portion 23"); and a display unit (see column 5 
lines 56-59, "display unit 4") for displaying said measurement result ("measurement 
data"). 
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At the time the invention was made # it would have been obvious to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art to modify the external processor taught by the Senn et 
al. reference with the high level controller taught by the Mazur et al. reference 
and further modify the high level controller with the personal computer taught by 
the Morozumi et al. reference to illustrate an operator interface for managing 
measuring units/devices. 

One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to modify the 
external processor with the high level controller and further modify the high level 
controller with the personal computer to illustrate an operator interface for 
managing measuring units/devices to provide a measuring system incorporating 
measuring units/devices to periodically supply results of the measurement to a 
managing apparatus, such as a personal computer. 

21. Claim 26 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over USPN 
6,233,534 Bl to Morozumi et al in view of USPN 6,052,653 to Mazur et al. 

As per claim 26, the Morozumi et al. reference does not expressly disclose 
said measuring device is further coupled to another network, said control program 
further comprises contents relating to another measurement process performed 
by another measuring device coupled to said other network, and said measurement 
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control unit further controls another measurement process by said other 
measuring device based on said control program. 
The Mazur et al. reference discloses 

(see column 5 lines 14-15, "The low level controller ... medium performance 
personal computer.") 

(see column 5 lines 20-30, "... control cards ... Four axis Motion Controller ... 
Remote Controller for interfacing with the probe unit and the motorized objective 
circuits ... GPIB Communications Card for communicating with the data gathering 
hardware of the probe unit ... industrial standard high quality Ethernet card for 
interfacing with the high level controller 17. The low level controller 13 takes 
instructions from the high level controller 17/) 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art to modify the measuring unit taught by the Morozumi et 
al. reference to include the control cards of the low level controller taught by the 
Mazur et al. reference. 

One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to modify the 
control arrangement to include the control cards of the low level controller to 
permit interfacing with various external devices regardless of the protocol. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

22. Claim 4-6, 8, 16, 22, 23, 27 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

23. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable 
subject matter. 

As per claim 4, the prior art of record taken alone or in combination fail to 
teach a measurement result transferring unit transfers the measurement result to 
the transfer destination based on the identification information. 

As per claim 6, the prior art of record taken alone or in combination fail to 
teach a command generating unit selects the control program being performed 
from the memorizing unit based on the program initiating instruction and generates 
the control command based on the control program. 

As per claim 8, the prior art of record taken alone or in combination fail to 
teach an error information transferring unit for transferring information relating 
to said error through said first network. 
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As per claims 16 and 27, the prior art of record taken alone or in 
combination fail to teach a measuring device identifying unit for identifying the 
measuring device which performs the measurement process of the control program 
based on information of the measuring device information memorizing unit, wherein 
the measurement control unit lets the identified measuring device perform said 
measurement process. 

As per claim 22, the prior art of record taken alone or in combination fail to 
teach a measurement result transferring unit transfers the measurement result to 
a display host of the transfer destination based on the identification information. 

As per claim 23, the prior art of record taken alone or in combination fail to 
teach an error information transferring unit for transferring information relating 
to the error to the control host through the first network. 

Conclusion 

24. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The following references are cited to further show the state of the art with 
respect to remote monitoring/control devices in general: 
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USPN 6.363.294 Bl to Coronel ct ol. 
USPN 5.903.724 Tokamoto et al. 

V. R. Bom ct al., "Diverse setups controlled by one graphical user 

interface", 11 th IEEE NPSS Real Time Conference. Santa Fe, 14- 
18 June 1999. Pages 271 - 272. 

C. Perello et al., "An open system to interface IEEE-488 measurement 
devices designed in a microelectronics environment", IMTC, 
'Quality Measurements: The Indispensable Bridge between 
Theory and Reality*. Volume: 1. 1996, Pages: 192 - 195. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Crystal J. Barnes whose telephone number is 
703.306.5448 or 571.272.3679 after 14 October 2004. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Friday alternate Mondays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Anthony Knight can be reached on 703.308.3179 or 
571.272.3687 after 14 October 2004. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

CJB 

17 September 2004 
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